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SURVEY ON LEVEL OF PARTICIPATION OF VOTERS IN 

POLITICAL PARTY PRIMARIES/NOMINATIONS IN NAIROBI 

COUNTY 

 

1.  Background 

Voter Information Network and Education –Africa (VINE- Africa) is a civil society organisation 

registered in Kenya with focus on good governance on areas of electoral and legislative 

processes.  The organisation is accredited by the Independent Electoral and Boundaries 

Commission (IEBC) as an elections observer and voter education provider. VINE-Africa has 

observed Homa Bay and Kericho Senatorial by-elections, Kajiado Central, Kabete and Malindi 

constituencies’ by-elections   and Oloolua, Ugenya North and West Uyoma County Assembly 

Wards by-elections across the country among others.  

 

General Elections have been held  in Kenya every five years since  1963 independence elections. 

In 1982 the constitution was changed to make Kenya a one party state by law .Through mass 

actions in 1990, parliament amended the constitution in 1991 by repealing Section 2A, ushering 

in the era of competitive multi-party politics.  This was further re-enforced by the Constitution of 

Kenya 2010, which inter alia, provides institutional framework and provisions for elections in 

Kenya as a multi-party democratic state.  According to the current Constitution,   Kenyans must 

go to the ballot box on the second Tuesday in August in every fifth year to elect a President, 

Governors, Members of Parliament, Senators and County Ward Representatives. A competitor 

for an elective seat can either be a member of a political party or an independent candidate.  The 

constitution also provides mechanism for addressing issues when any of the seats fall vacant 

before elapse of the term. 

 

The constitution gave rise to several regulatory frameworks to ensure elections in Kenya are free 

and fair, credible, transparent and impartial which represent free expression of the will of the 

electors for any office of any political party of which the citizen is a member. The following 

legislations were done to ensure the country enjoys a robust democracy: Political Parties Act, 

2011; Elections Act, 2011 and Independent Electoral and Boundaries Act (IEBC Act).  
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The first election to be held under the CoK 2010 was held on 4th March 2013.  Apart from the 

general elections, there have been by-elections held in Kajiado Central, Mathare, Malindi, 

Kabete constituencies, Bungoma, Siaya, Homa Bay, Kericho counties by-elections among 

others. Under the Political Parties Act and Elections Act during an election, whether general or 

by-election, each political party is required to hold primaries to nominate a candidate to vie on its 

ticket.  In each case, there are candidates who feel dissatisfied with the nomination process in 

their parties before switching camps and get nominated in other political parties to vie for the 

same seat. 

 

In accordance with  Elections Act 2011, only registered members of  a  political party have the 

authority to nominate a presidential , parliamentary ,county governor  or county assembly 

candidates  for that political party and also in accordance with  Political Parties Act 2011, a 

person is prohibited from being a  member of more than one political party at any given time. 

 

This study was motivated by the outcomes of two main parties’ primaries; that is Kajiado Central 

constituency Jubilee Alliance Party and Ugenya North ODM county assembly ward party 

primaries by elections. In these two electoral units, the two political parties’ primaries immediate 

runners up Mr. Elijah Memusi Kanchory and Mr. Stephen Okoth  Mwanga respectively switched 

political parties and were eventually nominated by IEBC to contest the said by-elections, which 

were fiercely contested between their new and former political parties. 

 

1 Research Question:  

 

The main research question was what are the characteristics of party nominations in Kenya?  

Specific questions were? 

(1) Who are participants in the nomination process of a candidate to vie for a political seat? 

(2) Are nomination processes credible? 

(3) Are dispute resolution mechanisms in Political Parties Act   and Elections Act utilised? 
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1.2 Objectives of the Study: 

 

(1) To determine level of participation in party primaries. 

(2) To determine membership of political parties. 

(3) To determine the credibility of party primaries. 

(4) To determine method of nomination. 

(5) To examine the use of dispute resolution mechanisms in election process in Kenya 

 

2 Methodology: 

 

2.1 Type and sources of data: 

 

The study used primary data collected using a questionnaire.  The questionnaire was designed to 

capture various characteristics of participants in party primaries. 

(a) Age:  In Kenya the universal suffrage age is 18 years and above.  This is the age at which 

all Kenyans are required to obtain national identification card. 

(b) Gender:  The CoK 2010 provides for gender equality. 

(c) Party membership: Political Parties Act requires each party to have registered members, 

who are also expected to participate in the party primaries to nominate candidates. 

(d) Method of nomination employed by political parties. 

(e) Dispute resolution mechanisms.  

(f) Credibility of party primaries.   

(g) Credibility of general elections 

 

2.2 Location of Study: 

 

The study was conducted in Nairobi City County. The County has 17 constituencies and 85 

wards with 1713888 registered voters according to the published register of voters. As a 
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cosmopolitan city, it provides a rich ground for study as it is not homogenous in terms of party 

affiliations.   

 

This survey was undertaken between 26th December 2015 and 30th January 2016 with a total of 

158 questionnaires   administered in 14 out of 17 constituencies of Nairobi County.  

 

2.3 Data Management: 

 

Field data were cleaned, coded and analysed using excel spreadsheet.  The analysis was based on 

frequency distribution.  In statistics, frequency is just the number of times an answer is given. 

 

3 Study Findings: 

 

3.1 Characteristics of Respondents: 

 

Under this, the report looks at the distribution of respondents, age bracket, possession of national 

identity card, gender, participation in party primaries, method of nomination and proof of party 

membership. 

 

3.1.1 Distribution of Respondents by Constituency: 

 

The study was conducted in 14 out of the 17 Nairobi City County constituencies.  Out of the 158 

respondents, Table 3.1 presents the distribution of respondents by Constituency. 
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\                      Table 3.1: Distribution of Respondents by Constituency 

S/No Constituency Frequency Valid Percent 

1 Makadara 19 12.0 

2 Starehe 14 8.9 

3 Dagoreti North 11 7.0 

4 Roysambu 11 7.0 

5 Kasarani 11 7.0 

6 Embakasi Central 11 7.0 

7 Westlands 11 7.0 

8 Dagoreti South 11 7.0 

9 Mathare 11 7.0 

10 Ruaraka 11 7.0 

11 Embakasi East 11 7.0 

12 Embakasi West 11 7.0 

13 Embakasi North 11 7.0 

14 Embakasi South 4 2.5 

 Total 158 100.0 

 

From the table above, Makadara Constituency had the highest number of respondents (19) 

followed by Starehe (14) while Embakasi South had the least (4).  The rest had 11 respondents 

each. 

 

3.1.2 Distribution of Respondents by Age Group: 

 

Table 3.2 presents the distribution of respondents by age-group.: From the table, only Embakasi 

West and Starehe constituencies had respondents with over 65 years, one in each case. 
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Table 3.2: Distribution of Respondents by Age-group 

Constituency Age Group Total 

18-35 36-45 46-55 56-65 65+ 

Makadara 8(5.2%) 9(5.8%) 1(0.6%) 1 (0.6) 0 (0.0) 19(12.3%) 

Starehe 8(5.2%) 3(2.0%) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 1(0.7%) 11(7.1%) 

Dagoreti North 6 (3.9) 5 (3.3) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 11(7.1%) 

Roysambu 4 (2.6) 4 (2.6) 2(1.3) 1(0.7) 0 (0.0) 11(7.1%) 

Kasarani 6 (3.9) 5 (3.3) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 11(7.1%) 

Embakasi Central 5 (3.3%) 5 (3.3%) 1(0.7%) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 11(7.1%) 

Westlands 6(3.9%) 4(2.6%) 1(0.7%) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 11 (7.1%) 

Dagoreti South 7(4.6%) 3(2.0%) 1(0.7%) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 11 (7.1%) 

Mathare 3(2.0%) 8(5.2%) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 11 (7.1%) 

Ruaraka 4(2.6%) 7(4.6%) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 11(7.1%) 

Embakasi East 4(2.6%) 5(3.3%) 1(0.7%) 1(0.7%) 0 (0.0) 11 (7.1%) 

Embakasi West 3(1.9%) 3(1.9%) 2(1.3%) 2(1.3%) 1(0.7%) 11(7.1%) 

Embakasi North 8 (5.2) 3 (2.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 11(7.1%) 

Embakasi South 1 (0.7) 3 (2.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 4 (2.5%) 

Total 72(47.1%) 66(43.1%) 9(5.9%) 4(2.6%) 2(1.3%) 154 (100.0%) 

However, the diagram below shows that majority were in the age bracket of 18-35 followed by 

36-45 years. Generally, participants were below 50 years.  Deriving from the definition of youth 

in the constitution, it can be concluded that party primaries is largely a youth activity. 
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Figure 1Distribution of Respondents by Age-Group 

3.1.3 Distribution of Respondents by Gender: 

Makadara, Starehe, Kasarani Embakasi Central and Ruaraka had six female respondents each, 

which was the highest. 

 

Constituency Gender Total 

Male Female 

Makadara 13 (8.4%) 6 (3.9%) 19 (12.3%) 

Starehe 6 (3.9%) 6 (3.9%) 12 (7.8%) 

Dagoreti North 10 (6.5%) 1 (0.6%) 11 (7.1%) 

Roysambu 6 (3.9%) 5 (3.2%) 11 (7.1%) 

Kasarani 5 (3.2%) 6 (3.9%) 11 (7.1%) 

Embakasi Central 5 (3.2%) 6 (3.9%) 11 (7.1%) 

Westlands 9 (5.8%) 2 (1.3%) 11 (7.1%) 

Dagoreti South 8 (5.2%) 3 (1.9%) 11 (7.1%) 

Mathare 9 (5.8%) 2 (1.3%) 11 (7.1%) 

Ruaraka 5 (3.2%) 6 (3.9%) 11 (7.1%) 

Embakasi East 8 (5.2%) 3 (1.9%) 11 (7.1%) 

Embakasi West 5 (3.2%) 4 (2.6%) 9 (5.8%) 

Embakasi North 6 (3.9%) 5 (3.2%) 11 (7.1%) 

Embakasi South 4 (2.6%) 0 (0.0) 4 (2.6%) 

Total 99 (64.3%) 55 (35.7%) 154 (100.0%) 
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However, out of the 158 respondents data collection captured only 154 respondents on the 

question on gender.  Out of this, 99 (64.3%) were males while 55 (35.7%) were female. The 

survey met the one-third rule of gender requirements by the constitution. 

 

3.2 Participation in Election Process: 

 

3.2.1 Ownership of National Identity Card and Participation in Party Primaries: 

It is a requirement that all Kenyans who have attained 18years and above acquire national 

identity cards.  It is only those who have attained this majority age and possess approved 

identification documents that can participate in election process. Out of 158 respondents, only 

two did not have national identity cards.  However, 40.8% of the respondents participated in the 

party primaries. 

 

On participation in more than one party primary, majority (89.7%) participated in one party 

primary while 10.3 % participated in more than one party primary.  Out of those who took part in 

more than one political party primary, 54.2% had their preferred candidate not winning while, 

45.2% had their preferred candidates winning the primaries.  

 

3.2.2 Party Membership and Voting Pattern : 

 

On party membership, 32.1% of the total respondents which represents 68% of those who 

participated in the primaries confirmed being party members.  The study also established that 

10.1% of the total respondents which represent 21.3% who participated in the party primaries 

being non members and 9.4% saying they do not want to disclose their party membership status.  

 

To prove party membership, 33.3% of the respondents said register of members was used, 39.5% 

reported use of membership cards, 8.6% said no proof was used while 18.5% do not know what 

was used as proof of membership.   

 

On voting patterns during the general elections held on 4th March 2013, 142 (92.8%) respondents 

voted for political party’s candidates while the remaining voted for independent candidates. For 
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those who voted for political party candidates, 83.3% voted six-piece while 16.7% voted for 

candidates in different political parties for various seats. 

. 

3.2.3 Method of Nominations, Issuance of Certificates and Dispute Resolution: 

 

During nominations, 68 % of the respondents indicated that secret ballot was used, 19.5% 

indicated that queuing method was used while 11.7 % did not know what method was used.  

The survey established that in terms of preparedness, 78.3% of the respondents said that party 

officials were ready for the elections while 21.7% said that they were not ready.  In the latter 

case, they observed that there was late opening and materials also arrived late.  

 

During the nominations, 87.7% of the respondents confirmed that those who won in the 

nominations were the ones issued with nomination certificate. It is only 12.3% of the respondents 

who said that the winners were denied nomination certificate.   

 

Regarding dispute resolution mechanisms under the Independent Elections and Boundaries 

Commission, respondents were asked if those who were denied nomination certificates appealed 

to IEBC Election Tribunal.  The study established that, 64.3% who won but were denied party 

nomination certificates filed their appeals while 35.7% opted not to do so but to abide by the 

party decision.  

 

Respondents were asked their opinions on party nominations in Kenya. The responses were as 

follows:  32.1% said that they are chaotic and disorganized; 37.2% said that they are not free and 

fair; 15.4% said that they give priority to members, and only 11.5% said that they are free and 

fair.   

 

3.2.4 Proposals by Respondents on Party Primaries 

  

The respondents were asked to give their recommendations on party primaries.  The following 

were the recommendations made: 

(1) 17.1% recommended provision of adequate security to address the chaotic nature of the 

process. 
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(2) 28.6% proposed creation of valid register of party members. 

(3) 24.2% there should be no interference by the party top brass. 

(4) 11.0% said that the party members should accept the party decision   whether they are 

free or fair. 

(5) 11.0% recommended that the party primaries should be conducted by IEBC, 

(6) 6.6% recommended use of secret ballot.   

(7) Finally 1.1% proposed that the number of political parties should be reduced to two. 

 

3.2.5 Recommendations on General Elections in Kenya: 

The respondents made the following recommendations to promote free and fair elections in 

Kenya: 

(1) 1.0% recommended immediate announcement of presidential elections  in order to reduce 

tensions in the country, 

(2) 8.5% recommended open transmission of presidential election results. 

(3) 2.5% said that  there  should  be proper registration of voters, 

(4) 26.3% recommended improvement of biometric voter registration  machine, 

(5) 8.5% recommended that  the elections should be held in December, 

(6) 11.0% recommended the reduction of elective positions saying that they are too many, 

(7) 6.8% recommended  vetting of election officials  to  check their integrity, 

(8) 12.7% recommended the increase of number of polling stations in order to reduce  the 

time taken in the queuing to vote and  

(9) Finally 11.0% recommended the staggering/separation of elections between national and 

county government elections. 

3.3 Discussion of the Findings: 

On the discussion of findings, 74.2% agreed to attend discussions on the findings of this study 

while 25.5% declined to attend should they be invited to do so.  

 

Party Nominations:  This is done by members of the party using secret ballot and queuing 

systems in most cases, winners at the primaries are issued with nomination certificates.   

 

4 Summary of Findings ,Recommendations and  Conclusions : 
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4.1 Summary of findings: 

 

The study was conducted to establish the credibility of party primaries in Kenya.  The study 

established that: 

(1) Participants in party primaries are those who have attained majority age of 18 years and 

above. 

(2) Parry primary participants are mostly party members. 

(3) Some people participate in primaries of more than one political party. 

(4) Party primaries are not exclusive to men only as both genders participate in them. 

(5) In most cases, winners are issued with nomination certificates. 

(6) Secret ballot is the most commonly used system of nomination. 

(7) There is a venue to appeal decisions by party officials. 

 

 

4.2    Recommendations: 

The following are the key recommendations: 

(1) Parties should have clean registers to ensure only members participate in the primaries.  

This is critical for the 2017 general elections.  

(2) Parties should prepare adequately for both primaries and the elections itself to guard 

against malpractices. This can be achieved by having strong structures at the grassroots 

and party sub/branch offices. Such offices should be empowered to deal with logistical 

issues bordering on party primaries/nominations.  

(3) Enhance voter education targeting the general population in order to enable them know 

and understand their obligations as both as voters and candidates. 

 

 

4.3 Conclusions: 

 

(1) Party politics is taking shape in Kenya with parties striving to ensure candidates are 

nominated through a system to vie for seats. 

(2) There are cases where party primary winners are not issued with nomination certificate.  

In such cases, there exists an appellate avenue in the IEBC Election Tribunal. 




